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Since our inception in July of 1972, the mission of Foundation for Life (FFL) and Greater Toledo Right to Life (GTRTL)
has been to safeguard the right to life in culture and law. We at FFL and GTRTL are dedicated to protecting the "right to
life" of every innocent person from the moment of conception until true death, regardless of the circumstances surrounding
their conception or their perceived quality of life.
Our Annual Report chronicles the impact of this pro-life ministry in 2020. We will never fully know, this side of heaven,
the effect our life-transforming programs make in those whose lives we touch every month.
2020 was a year of significant challenges in the pro-life movement. Locally we realized a partial victory with Capital Care
surrendering its surgical abortion license in September 2019 and resulting in the number of abortions dropping by 25.74%,
according to the 2019 Abortion Report. We celebrate the lives saved through this partial win! We will never stop working to
see Capital Care closed down for good.
We look forward to the beginning of a new year. We are excited to embrace a host of opportunities to expand our reach
and influence through our numerous educational and outreach programs highlighted in our Annual Report.
Legislatively, we hope to make significant progress on the Life at Conception bill designed to legally define the preborn
child as "a person" and outlaw the performing of abortions here in Ohio. We will introduce a bill to bring much-needed
reform to the laws governing Independent Ambulatory Surgical Facilities.
We rely entirely on our friends’ philanthropic spirit like you, devoted to making a "Difference for Life" in the communities
we impact in NW Ohio and SE Michigan. Will you choose to partner with us to be a strong, clear "voice for the voiceless"
in 2021?
In His service for life,

Ed Sitter
Executive Director
Foundation for Life & Greater Toledo Right to Life

As a 501c3, The Foundation for Life is 100% donor-funded; we receive no federal, state or local government funding. There are no endowment funds in support of our programs. Each year, we must earn additional private support to expand existing programs and initiate new ones.
To honor this investment, the Foundation is committed to keeping overhead at a minimum and applying
funds to ‘making a difference for life where we live’ with 74.5% of all donations going directly to programs
that increase awareness, impact a change in culture, educate the public on moral and legal life matters and
serve as a dynamic ‘voice for the voiceless’ in Northwest
Ohio, Columbus and beyond. Your participation is a vital
part of everything we do.

YOU are the difference. YOU are the voice. Thank you.
The African American community is targeted by Planned
Parenthood and other abortion agencies through
strategic location of clinics and targeted marketing.
While African Americans make up just 12% of the
population in the US, they make up 38% of all abortions.
That is 3.8% higher than whites, and 2.15% higher than
Hispanics.

In 2020, we initiated only nine Calls-to-Action (CTA). This represents two-thirds fewer CTA than in a typical year. It was a direct result
of the impact of COVID-19 on the legislative process. Since mid-March until the beginning of the lame duck session on November 9,
extraordinarily little was done legislatively during those eight months.
The following is a list of pro-life bills we are advocating or monitoring.
House Bills
90 – Humanity of the Unborn Education Act
182 – Abortion Coverage Ban
413 – Life at Conception Act
679 – Telehealth Expansion


Senate Bills
27 – Humane Disposition of Fetal Remains – PASSED late 2020
155 – The Abortion Pill Reversal Information
208 – The Born Alive After Abortion Infant Protection Act
260 – Telemed Abortion Ban

Nine calls for action went out to our supporters. The majority of those were asking for a response to Governor
DeWine’s decision to allow abortion to continue during the shutdown which restricted all elective surgical procedures
but did not limit the operation of abortion facilities throughout the enforcement of COVID-19 restrictions. This
number was 20% of the normal number of calls for action because the legislative bodies were not meeting due to
COVID-19 .



Greater Toledo Right to Life distributed over 500 “Vote Pro-Life” signs to promote the vote in the 2020 presidential
election. The four variations of these signs were first distributed at the Legislative Briefing Breakfast and in the months
leading up to the November election. Sign sales generated $1500 in GTRTL revenue. Endorsement lists for 37 pro-life
Ohio candidates were distributed online and to 4500 homes through direct mail. An exciting 78.4% of all endorsed
candidates won their race (29 successfully endorsed candidates).



In late 2019, CCN withdrew their surgical licensing renewal application and also changed ownership/name. This operational limitation to non-surgical abortions (surgical abortions made up 38% of all procedures in Lucas County) reduced abortion numbers from
1488 in 2018 to 1105 in 2019. That is a 26% decrease! Amen! The highest reported number of abortions in Lucas County according
to the report generated by the Ohio Department of Health is 2,851 in 2006. That means your prayers, time and financial support has
lead to a 62% decrease in abortions locally over these 14 years. Thank you!



Continuous dialogue and formal complaints filed with the Ohio Department of Health regarding non-compliant forms, violations in
operations, variances allowed for without precedent and more, done in partnership with the Right to Life Action Coalition of Ohio
and the Thomas More Legal Society, has stalled, stopped, and disrupted operations at Capital Care of Toledo. Ultimately, the goal is
to use legal pressure to result in their permanent closing. The Foundation for Life is committed to seeing this through even though
this may take years of varied efforts.



Greater Toledo Right to Life gave local and statewide pro-life candidates running for office the opportunity to be recognized
at both the Legislative Briefing Breakfast in July and the Benefit for Life in late October. The Legislative Briefing Breakfast
hosted by GTRTL was moved from March to July and seated 200 guests at the Pinnacle with speaker Judge Reger from Wood
County and Justices French and Kennedy from the Ohio Supreme Court.
Around the World
37 million babies this year | 4,223 every hour | 70 children a minute

In the United States
62.4 million since 1973 | 792,000 this year | 329,000 by Planned Parenthood alone

In Toledo
3 babies a day | 1,105 last year | DOWN 35% from prior year



Pastors’ Forum “Hope for Life” inaugural program was held in September to continue dialogue and share pro-life challenges with pastors from
NWOhio. Guest speakers Ryan Bombarger from the Radiance Foundation and Pastor Arnold Culbreath from the Douglass Leadership Institute spoke about adoption as a loving alternative to abortion. A panel representative of various roles and adoption perspectives shared their
testimonies and how churches can play a role in promoting adoption over abortion. Fifty plus pastors and faith leaders attended this forum at
the Toledo Club.



Participation and promotion of 40 Days for Life and regular prayer vigils outside Capital Care network continued to reach women at the
moment of their decision and in the moments after with a message of love and an offering
of assistance. The Adopt A Mom2B program changed to be less of a funding campaign and
more about generating prayer support for those serving on the sidewalk at the clinic. There
were 17 people committed to praying for those on the sidewalks throughout 2020. These
same people were called on in the beginning of the Covid-19 restrictions to pray for the
decision makers that kept the abortion clinics open throughout the shutdown.



Foundation for Life keeps abortion in front of people as the leading cause of death in Ohio
by having a presence on the sidewalks through events like March for Life and Life Chain.
Public awareness of the reality of abortion is a challenge since the mainstream media promotes ‘choice’ and the ugliness that is the truth of abortion is something people don’t want to see because seeing
magnifies the horrific reality of what is happening to a pre-born person which makes the idea of ‘choice’ absurd.
Both the Life Matters Weekly eblast and the Friday Five legislative e-blast were streamlined in 2020 to be consistent in
presentation and date of distribution in an effort to build a reputation as a quality, reliable source of information. The
idea is to give people the date, time and knowledge to impact those in their circles of influence.

In Ohio, we pushed to see the passage of the Down Syndrome NonDiscrimination Act to prevent abortion of a preborn baby based on a
down syndrome diagnosis alone. Only 5 states have such laws.

As we reflect on what we have accomplished together throughout 2020 to advance the cause of life, it gives us hope and
confidence for 2021. The COVID-19 pandemic did not deter Foundation for Life from accomplishing our mission.
While others canceled or went virtual with their events, we rescheduled, adapted, and responsibly conducted each of our
planned events for 2020 live.
•
•
•

•

•

•

•

In February, partnering with UT Students for Life, we conducted an educational forum on Physician-Assisted
Suicide entitled 'A License to Kill.'
We rescheduled our Legislative Briefing Breakfast from March to July 31, where we had 200 in attendance and heard
from two Ohio Supreme Court Justices and Judge Matt Reger as our keynote speaker.
Our SEAL Team Movie Night was moved from April to August 13 at the Maumee Indoor Theater, where we
showed the Movie "Unplanned." These pro-life movie nights are free and open to the public. We also featured our
SEAL Team members who shared testimonies and highlighted their accomplishments.
Our annual Hope for Life Pastors’ Forum, initially scheduled for April 28, was held on September 22. As with several of our events, COVID-19 dampened attendance, yet we had 56 clergies participate. We brought in two dynamic
speakers, and the feedback we received was extremely positive. Many said it exceeded their expectations and proved
incredibly beneficial.
Fortunately, our Students Equipped to Advocate Life (SEAL) Team Bootcamp went on as originally scheduled on
September 12. We made adjustments to ensure we could conduct a safe and responsible event for all those participating. Our presenters were live and covered topics on leadership, the meaning of "True Death," how to
defend your pro-life beliefs, and personal testimony from a post-abortive individual. This annual event
runs from 8:30 am – 3:00 pm, and students from eighth grade through college participate.
All five of our annual Life Chains in Toledo, Maumee, Bowling Green, Monclova, and Defiance proceeded on Sunday, October 4, as scheduled. The only thing that damped attendance was the heavy rainfall
that day. Life Chain is an interdenominational event held across America on the first Sunday in October.
It is the pro-life movement's second-longest-running prayer and public witness event.
Our Annual Benefit for Life (BFL) is our only fundraising event annually. It also serves to educate,
inspire, and challenge those in attendance to put their pro-life beliefs into action. This year's BFL speaker, Mike Spencer, challenged believing Christians that if we want abortion to end, then the church must
give voice to the voiceless. As believers, we need
to recognize that killing innocent pre-born
brothers and sisters is the defining moral and
spiritual issue of our day.

Be sure your elected officials know you want
them to defund Planned Parenthood!

PRO-LIFE STUDENTS
Each year, the Foundation for Life invests in the lives of local students, giving them the knowledge and resources to be able to defend their pro-life beliefs. Monclova Christian Academy had a SEAL (Students
Equipped to Advocate Life) team for the second year in a row. A student group at the Foundation offices and
one at Notre Dame Academy continue to meet with about seventy-five students engaging in pro-life discussions and activities.


SEAL Boot Camp met at ‘Fort’ Maumee Valley with 22 students registered to hear from speakers about
different pro-life topics that pertain to them as young pro-lifers. Chick-fil-a in Perrysburg sponsored the
‘mess hall’ for those in attendance.



SEAL Team Movie Night was moved from April to August 13 and featured “Unplanned”. Hosted by the
Foundation SEAL team and presented at the Maumee Indoor Theater, the free movie played to 106
people. The Pro-Life contest awards were presented to nine students in three different categories. SEAL
teams raised $238 through donations.



SEAL students hosted a baby shower for Ashley, a young expectant mom nominated by the Toledo Pregnancy Center. Food, games, gifts and fun showered the mom with love and showed the students that
they can make a difference for LIFE. Bethel Assembly in Perrysburg hosted the shower for students and
friends of the mom. This young mom was expecting a baby boy in mid-December and planned to name
him Timothy Justin.



SEAL students attended the Legislative Briefing Breakfast, the March for Life and the Benefit for Life.
Several businesses and individual donors sponsored these students by covering their costs to attend.
Fourteen students attended the LBB and 37 students attended the BFL.


The Anderson Foundation
sponsored SEAL team activities
with generous donations to
underwrite their event costs.

The Foundation for Life wants to be your go-to resource for what is going on
locally to defend life. In order to do so, in 2020 we managed our website
content to be accessible, timely and informative. We promoted events and
information from throughout the pro-life community through Facebook and the
weekly Life Matters e-newsletter sent out on Wednesdays and the Friday Five legislative e-newsletter sent out
on Friday mornings. We sent out three direct mail Life
Matters printed newsletters with articles to recognize
business partners, solicit support and invite participation in events and programming. Below is a record of
growth and reach in 2020.
The Foundation maintained two websites;
FFLNWO.org (1327 unique visitors/mo), and
GTRTL.org (245 unique visitors/mo) to provide access
to key facts, current news, participation opportunities and more to the public. Website use was
up an astounding 250% in 2020.


The FFL Facebook page had a 20% response
rate. Facebook followers went from 387 to 476 , a
23% increase over 2019.


Weekly e-newsletter (2000 contacts/ 20%
open rate, 5% click rate) gave people reminders
and links to information and education about pro
-life activity in our region. Click rate was up 1%
over 2019.


Three direct mail newsletters were sent to a
mailing list of 4963 households which was an increase of 350 households for the year.


ABORTION:THE LEADING CAUSE OF DEATH IN OHIO

The loss of every life is tragic, especially those deaths that are not a result of their own reckless behavior. Now, with the COVID-19 , both
Ohio and our nation daily track and report the number of deaths from COVID-19 . Can you imagine if Governor DeWine held a weekly
press conference to update Ohioans on the number of innocent babies destroyed from abortion? Do you think our culture would remain indifferent or unconcerned by this constant reminder and top-of-mind awareness? With abortion being the leading cause of death in Ohio and
Lucas County surpassing all other causes of death combined, it should be at the forefront of our efforts to safeguard lives, especially given it is a
preventable death! (see above graphs)

Based on the Ohio Department of Health (ODH) Ohio Abortion Report released
on October 1, Ohio saw a 2% reduction in the number of reported abortions over
2018. Of the 20,102 induced abortions, 94% were Ohio residents. One positive
trend we are seeing is a dramatic reduction in women 19 years and younger choosing abortion (from 31.2% in 2002 to 9.8% in 2019).
We are absolutely encouraged that in 2019, there were 383 fewer abortions in
Lucas County over 2018. Greater Toledo Right to Life and the Right to Life
Action Coalition are relentless in our quest to hold Capital Care accountable to
the letter of the law, which resulted in Capital Care surrendering their surgical
license in September of 2019 because they failed or refused to comply with the health and safety standards required by ODH.
The Ohio Abortion Report also revealed the grossly disproportionate amount of
black children killed by abortion in every large metropolitan area. Though the
black community comprises approximately 12-14% of the Ohio population, they
report 43-65% of all abortions! Where is the outrage for these black lives? Surely
these most innocent lives matter.
Another area of growing concern statewide and locally is the significant increase in
non-surgical abortions. In 2017 they accounted for 30%; in 2019, they account for
38.9%. Abortion facilities that just perform Medical or Chemical abortions, like
Capital Care, are not under the oversite of the Ohio Department of Health. One
of our primary legislative priorities moving forward will be to address this deficiency in Ohio law to ensure proper oversite.

As we approach the start of the new decade, we are filled with hope and optimism. You may ask why one of the greatest
gifts the Lord has given us is HOPE. His heart is to provide us with a "hope and a future" (Jer.29:11). Hope is not wishful
thinking. It has substance. It is rooted in God's character. The Bible describes hope as an anchor of the soul (Heb.6:19).
Today many are asking: Is there hope for America? Is there hope for the pro-life movement?
I am more convinced than ever that we are never without hope as long as we remain faithful to our call and mission to be "a
voice for the voiceless" – no matter who's shaping our laws and policies. We must remain vigilant in our defense of life and
freedom of conscience.
Hope is not just wishful thinking; it has substance. Here are several reasons why we have reason to be hopeful and
optimistic in 2021.
•

•
•
•
•

We are working with our elected representatives to craft a bill to bring much-needed reform to the licensing and
accountability of Independent Ambulatory Surgical Facilities. Ohio's abortion mills fall under this category. Their
licensing and enforcement requirements are a joke. Drafting a reform bill and doing it right is a very lengthy process.
We are committed to getting it done in 2021.
In February of 2021, we will conduct an End of Life workshop that will focus on legal documents needed to protect you
and your loved ones' pro-life wishes with end-of-life decisions.
We will continue to work tirelessly to see Toledo's last abortion mill closed. Through prayer, vigilant scrutiny of their
operations, and, when possible, legal means.
We will look for new ways to serve and partner with faith leaders in NW Ohio to advance the pro-life cause. We plan to
expand our Clergy Forum in the Spring of 2021.
Through God's grace and your engagement; we will increase participation at local March for Life events, at the annual
Legislative Briefing Breakfast, the SEAL Team Movie Night, at County Fairs across NW Ohio, at our yearly SEAL Team
Bootcamp, at educational forums, and expand the number of Life Chain Locations.

We at Foundation for Life are incredibly grateful and humbled by your support over the years. In so many ways, your gifts
have been a source of encouragement and inspiration. Thank you for your investments of time, talent, and treasure to advance the work of this pro-life ministry. Your participation is the foundation for life.

We believe every human being is created in the image of God. A human’s immeasurable value comes from that
creation. Every person, whether born or unborn, regardless of the circumstances of their conception or the perceived quality of that person's life, has an inalienable right to life from the moment of conception to the moment of
natural death.
The mission of Foundation for Life and Greater Toledo Right to Life is to safeguard that inalienable right to life by
presenting the truth about abortion, infanticide, embryonic stem cell research, euthanasia and other issues which
impact the right to life.
Foundation for Life works to educate our fellow citizens about the objective truth of the value of every human life.
Greater Toledo Right to Life works to advocate for ethical laws and effective policies which celebrate and defend
the right to life. In both these tracks, our vision is to impact the residents of NW Ohio to change hearts and
minds, influence public opinion, affect laws, and save lives. We strive to be a trusted and credible advocate on
the pro-life issues of our time with a positive, compassionate, and effective pro-life message throughout the communities we serve - Fulton, Lucas, Ottawa and Wood Counties.

